Smoke and Vape Free Policy 
For Sporting Organisations

[bookmark: _Hlk178586352]Rationale
[bookmark: _Hlk178592492][bookmark: _Hlk178586341]According to the Tobacco and Other Smoking Products Act 1927  smoking and vaping are prohibited in enclosed public spaces and outdoor eating and drinking places. This applies to enclosed areas of sporting and recreational venues, within 10 meters of the sporting venue (ACT Gov), and outdoor eating and drinking areas within those venues (Smoke-Free Public Places Act 2003). Additionally, smoke-free places are also vape-free places. 
We recognise the harms of smoking cigarettes and vapes and exposure to second-hand smoke, and the duty of care we have for our employees, volunteers, members, spectators, players, officials, and visitors. Our club’s smoke-free policy prohibits smoking and vaping at all sporting events and functions, and it meets existing legislative requirements to being a smoke-free sporting venue.
We are going smoke and vape-free to provide a healthier club environment for children and families and to role-model positive behaviours within the community. We are working to keep health at the core of sport and to take an organisation-wide approach to supporting young people and others who may use vapes, cigarettes, and other nicotine products.

Policy objective
This policy aims to ensure a safe, healthy, and welcoming environment for all employees, volunteers, members, spectators, players, officials, and visitors at sporting clubs in the Australian Capital Territory (ACT). This policy aligns with ACT smoking laws and aims to:
1. Ensure the club’s compliance with the ACT legislation regarding smoking and vaping in public spaces (https://www.legislation.act.gov.au/a/2003-51/)
2. Protect the health, safety and well-being of employees, volunteers, members, spectators, players, officials, and visitors at the club from smoking and vaping related harms, including exposure to second-hand smoke.
3. Promote a smoke and vape-free culture in the community.

Who is affected by this policy?
This policy applies to all members, administrators, officials, coaches, players, spectators, visitors and volunteers of the club.

Definitions
‘Smoking product’ refers to any of the following:
· Tobacco products
· Vape (e-cigarette) products
· Herbal smoking products.
A ‘sporting venue’ includes:
· Playing areas such as a playing field, a track, an arena, a court or rink
· Spectator areas
· Any seating, marshalling area, warm-up area, podium or other part of the venue reserved for the use of competitors or officials.
By legislation, all smoke-free areas are also vape-free areas.

Policy adoption 
This Policy was adopted by [club name] on [DD/MM/YYYY] and will take effect from [DD/MM/YYYY].

Smoking/vaping bans and restrictions
This Policy applies to all smoking products. 
The entirety of [name of sporting ground/facility] is smoke and vape-free. This includes:
· All indoor areas of the club including:
· Changing rooms
· Function rooms
· Toilets
· Indoor eating and function areas

· All outdoor areas within 10 meters of the sporting venue, including outdoor eating spaces at the club. 
Smoking and vaping are prohibited during sporting club events and functions. 
It is also requested that while wearing the [club/organisation name] uniform, people refrain from smoking or vaping.

Signage
Clear and visible ‘no smoking/vaping’ will be displayed at all entrances and throughout the sporting venue (Smoke-Free Public Places Act 2003). 
The site manager and/or event manager of the club has an obligation to ensure sporting club events and functions remain smoke-free– including displaying ‘no smoking’ signs.

Managing smoking within your club
If a person is found to be smoking or vaping, both the club and the individual can be issued a fine (Smoke-Free Public Places Act 2003). Non-compliance can result in disciplinary action as outlined in the club’s code of conduct.
Support for quitting
Members, staff, players, and visitors are to be pointed towards the Quitline or another appropriate quit support service for support with smoking, vaping, and other nicotine product use.

Policy review date
This policy is scheduled for internal review 3 years after its introduction to reflect changes in legislation, public health guidelines, and practice.
The date for renewal of this policy is [XX/XX/XXXX].
